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Brightened spaces and light wood finishes

harmonize with stainless steel in a

contemporary Pacific Northlvest kitchen

n lilmost ever\ wa\. thc house designcd

by noted local architcct Ralph Andcrson

on Senttle's Mercer lsllnd is a ntode I ol'

Paciflc Northwcst st)lc, with lod-celikc

cathcdral ceilings, tonguc-and-groove cedar

paneling inside and ou1. rtnd picturc windous

guzing westward across the uatcr.
But in 1972, nhen thc dwclling uls built.

Amcrica's lovc affuir uith thc kitchen as gour-

nrcl gathe ring placc 
"r 

ls still in its inf'ancr So

whcn a couplc who cook cxtravltsltntlt and cn-

tertain frequentll bought thc housc four lertrs
ago. its kitclrcn l'cll fur short oi thcir nceds.

Tucked uuir\ nt thc baek of thc honrc. thc

kitchen lvas "srtrall lnd dark. u ith no 
"'icn 

s at

all," recalls the o* ncr. A 6'x8' lrtundrl rootrl

occupied one c()rne r o1 thc spacc. ulrich rras

llt l'cct long and onlr 9 : f cct uidc lt its nlrr-

rorvest Chocolutc-brorr n pirnuling. skirnpl
u indou s und an 8-1-rroL cciling furthercd lhe

cllust rophobic 1ccling.,\nd I rrall scparrttcd

thc kitchcn l'rom thc dining rrrca. blocking vis-

tas ol L.lkc Washington thrtrugh thc picturc

u indo* in thc ldjaccrrt lir ing roorrr

Its 8-foot ceiling now raised to the rafters, this

remodeled Washington State kitchen makes the

most o1 Seattle-dreary days with skylights and

large new windows. The room's original choco-

late-brown cedar paneling was lightened to a

'driftwood" tone with an overglare-a semi-

transparent stain made of standard paints and

thinners. SieMatic steel drawer pulls echo the

finish of prolessional appliances. Gray marble

counters and backsplash have a matte surface.
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The remodeled

krtchen is given

a whole new role

as part of a contem

porary 'great room"

that subtly marn-

tarns the woodsy

vernacular style of

the home's orrginal

arch tecture

8elow, left: The kitch-

en's western wall was

removed, opening the

room to the dining

area. Below, center: A

Traulsen refrigerator

and above-count€r

cabinets occupy the

corner once gtven

over to a laundry

room. 0pposite, bot-

tom left: Open l'letro

shelving enhances the

light, spacious look.

I ntcrior dcsigncr l'rrnrcllr l)eltree untl urcl'ti-

I tcct [.uthcr llintz hrrvc bt.rruuht tltc
I kitchcn up [() nt()re c()ntcn]p()rilT\ stlLr)-

dlrds. lilling it rr ith prolcssionll-qurtlrtr rrppli-

anccs und plcnt,r ol light 'flrel 
rrddcd spircc hr

nror ing thc luLrndrr r()()nr t() the blrscnrcnt lLncl

rcnroring thc kitchcn's \\cstcrn rrlrll to open it

ttr thc dining urclr -]o 
elrllrncc Ihc ncrt scnsc

of spucc und Jight. l)clrrce conlrnccl tlr]l stontur:

units to thc intcrior rrrLll

The ccilin-s uus rriscri to thc rrrltcrs l-ir:lrt
sky lights lllnking the I l1-loot-high ririge linc
uork in e()necrt rrith ncrr. lltrgcr tiitttltttrs
llong tlrc soutlr \\lrll to pLr llrrbundrrnt light intrr

u hut is n()\\ lr "grcirt rtxrnr" kitchcn
Oncc thc spirec \\ lrs rceont)gurcd. thcre rc-

ntrtincd onc chul]cnuc. sln: l)clrrec. "striJrpinu

thc dark plrncling dou n to rr lir lblc errlor " \
ulrrnr "driltrrood" huc colt'tplctcs u plrlcttc
lhut hlrrnronrzcs rr ith brushctl strrinlcss stccl

lippliances. thc rroodccl sctting. blcuehcd trlrk

Iloors lncj clhrncts lrncl gritr nrrrrblc c()untcr\
I hc krlCltcn rc1,)\itltr)1 L.,rsl 

-l 
u\l {r\cr

S-\0.0(X). lr not inconscqucntirrl sult't lirr rrrrc

roonr. llut uircn thrrt the ncri kitehcn, dining
lrrclr is nou thc honre's ccntrirl glrtherinu
splrec. it hrrs surcl,r becn rnrrncr ricll s1-rclrt
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. Removing a wall shared with an adia(ent dining area visually erpanc:

small kitchen without adding square footage.

. Stainless steel and natural wood are harmonious when the wood is

finished in light or grayed tones.

. To lighten dark-finished woodwork, apply a semitransparent overg : :-

blended from Daint and thinner.

. Open, restaurant-style Metro shelving creates eflicient, readily a<<e:. :

storage without constricting space.
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